
The next Big Goal
Plant more trees, save the world

Trees help slow global warming. We must plant more of them.

 Our recent success in securing robust funding for San Fran-
cisco’s street tree maintenance program is a key element in the 
ambitious Urban Forest Plan that Friends of the Urban Forest 
developed in partnership with the City. But it’s not enough—we 
have to plant about 4,000 trees a year just to keep up with tree 

losses due to age, vandalism, and other causes.

Our next goal is to increase San Francisco’s relatively small street tree population 
by 40,000 trees over the next 20 years. That means planting 2,000 trees a year in 
addition to the “replacement” trees I just mentioned—and watering them until they’re 
established.

For each tree we’ll need about $2k -- $500 to obtain and plant it and $1,500 to water it 
for three years. To cover 6,000 new trees per year we’ll need $12 million annually.  It’s  
a substantial investment, but the benefits are enormous.  Given climate trends, we 
really have no choice.
Once again, Friends of the Urban Forest is 
prepared to lead the effort.  We’ll raise funds 
from corporations, foundations, and gener-
ous individuals like you.  We’ll work closely 
with elected officials to ensure a strong  
commitment from City Hall (and we’ll  
let you know when constituent voices need 
to be heard).  

I’ll tell you more about our plans as they 
develop.

Warmly, 

 

Executive Director

From Dan’s Desk

In December we ran a Green Christmas 
Tree lot where San Franciscans could 
choose live, potted trees. After the  
holidays, the trees are returned to FUF  
so we can plant them.

We must plant 
more trees

Seeking spring interns 
Friends of the Urban Forest is seek-
ing interns for the Spring. Students 
and others who want experience in 
urban forestry can work alongside 
our staff doing planting, tree care, 
or community outreach. Spread the 
word! See fuf.net/interns
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Factoid: 
Trees make the bus come “sooner”
Trees make the wait for a bus feel shorter. The more mature 
trees are present, the shorter the wait time is perceived.

Source: Lagune-Reutler, Marina & Guthrie, Andrew & Fan,  
Yingling & Levinson, David. (2016). Transit Stop Environ-
ments and Waiting Time Perception: Impacts of Trees, Traffic 
Exposure, and Polluted Air. Transportation Research Record: 
Journal of the Transportation Research Board. 2543. 82-90. 
10.3141/2543-09.

Many of our streets still lack trees



Summary of Audited Financials as of June 30, 2018
Following is an independently-audited financial summary of our most recent fiscal year,  
July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018. Each year, it takes several months to compile our financial 
information and undergo independent auditing. We hope this diligence provides you with  
the most comprehensive understanding of Friends of the Urban Forest’s operations.

Upcoming Events
 
For event updates, details, and info 
about how to participate, see  
www.fuf.net/calendar/
If you want a tree, or want to help orga-
nize a tree planting in your neighbor-
hood, see www.fuf.net/treeplanting/
If you want a sidewalk garden,  
see www.fuf.net/sidewalkgarden/
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31— 

Tree Replacement Thursday

January 24–26—Tree Planting Prep, 
Delivery, and Support, Excelsior

January 26—Tree Planting, Excelsior

February 7–9—Sidewalk  
Landscaping, Mission Terrace

February 7, 14, 21, 28—Tree  
Replacement Thursday

February 7–9—Tree Planting Prep,  
Delivery, and Support, Mission  
Terrace

February 9—Tree Planting, Mission 
Terrace

February 21–23—Tree Planting Prep, 
Delivery, and Support, Bayview

February 23—Tree Planting, Bayview

February 28–March 2—Tree Planting 
Prep, Delivery, and Support, Crocker 
Amazon

March 2—Tree Planting, Crocker Ama-
zon

March 7–9—Sidewalk Landscaping, 
Castro/Dolores Heights

March 7, 14, 21, 28—Tree Replacement 
Thursday

March 14–16—Tree Planting Prep,  
Delivery, and Support, Bayview

March 16—Tree Planting, Bayview

March 28–30—Tree Planting Prep,  
Delivery, and Support, Visitacion Valley

March 30—Tree Planting, Visitacion 
Valley
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INCOME
Corporate/Foundation $387,812 10%

Individuals & Estate $956,827 24%

Government $2,354,553 60%

Earned Income $38,160 1%

Released from restrictions $190,400 5%

TOTAL INCOME $3,927,752 100%

EXPENSES
Programs $2,094,149 72%

General Admin $283,637 10%

Fundraising  $524,743 18%

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,902,529 100%

BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY
Assets  $2,864,131 

Liabilities  $159,934 

NET ASSETS $2,704,197

INCOME

EXPENSES

“You shouldn’t have to leave 
your neighborhood to live in 
a better one.”
— Majora Carter (b. 1966),  
American urban revitalization  
strategist and public radio host

Dealing with aphids
Aphids suck sap from a tree and  
secrete sticky deposits; sooty mold 
then grows on the deposits, blocking 
light and hindering photosynthesis.

To rid a tree of aphids, spray down 
the leaves with water for a couple of 
mornings in a row to wash the aphids 
off. Check the tree a week later and 
spray again if needed. If aphids per-
sist, apply an ant trap around the tree 
trunk—it’s a sticky paste available from garden supply stores or online. Ants protect 
aphids in order to eat their secretions; once the ants are gone, predators will kill  
the aphids.

You can also introduce some predators—just buy ladybugs or lacewings at a  
gardening store (release them at night so they don’t fly away before noticing  
the tasty aphids).

The Biophile

Ants, aphids, and sooty mold



Donors & Partners

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS 

$20,000 and above. craigslist Charitable Fund, Kimball Foundation, Jo-
seph & Vera Long Foundation, TPG Capital, Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000–$19,999. American Forests, Levi Strauss Foundation, Mary A. 
Crocker Trust, Miranda Lux Foundation, Peaceful World Foundation, PG&E 
Corporation, Sustainable Grantmaking Partners Fund

$5,000–$9,999. Airbnb, Dale Stancliff Fund, Deloitte Tax LLP, J.C. Kel-
logg Foundation Fund of the Community Foundation of New Jersey, JEC 
Foundation, Kaiser Permanente, Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund, Pisces 
Foundation, Ropes & Gray LLP, San Francisco Parks Alliance, San Francisco 
Association of REALTORS, Temple Isaiah of Contra Costa County, Union 
Bank, Workday Foundation

$2,000–4,999. Airbnb, Clif Bar Family Foundation, Harold L. Wyman 
Foundation Inc., Patagonia San Francisco, Salesforce Foundation, Safeway 
Foundation, Sports Basement, Walter & Elise Haas Fund

MAJOR DONORS

$5000 and over. Anonymous, Eliza Brown & Hal Candee, Warren Brown & 
Gina Falsetto, Nina de Clercq, John Flynn, The Estate of Emily Frost, Noah 
Goldberg, Sebastien Lepinard, George Miller & Janet McKinley, Adam 
Rubinson, Grace & Steven Voorhis, Larry Wasserman, John Weeden, Rob 
Weltman, Yerba Buena Fund

$1000 to $4999. Peter Albers & Cassia Holstein, Anonymous, James & 
Heather Beal, John & Gretchen Berggruen, Jeanne Blamey & Robert Fram, 
Kathleen Blamey & Jack Londen, Prof. John & Barbara Boyle, Jon Braslaw 
& Robin Flagg, Doug Case, Roberta Catalinotto, Marylin & George Collard, 
Dr. Seymour Cohen, David & Carla Crane, Tara Delaney, Jerome Dodson, 
Josh Ehrenreich, Sean Flynn, Nicholas & Victoria Fram, Martin Gaehwiler, 
Launce & Joan Gamble, Sachin Ganpule, Alison Geballe, Ronald Gregoire, 
Allen & Pat Grossman, Kathryn Hall, Thomas Hazuka, William Hearst III, 
The Justice Fund, Neil Koris, Kerry Lange, Zachary Lara & Sonya Yu, Ellen & 
Harold McElhinny, The Meurk Family, Pamela Munn & Jennifer Clark, Craig 
& Eileen Newmark, John Osterweis, Nancy Schaub, Jeffrey Schutz & Char-
lotte Caldwell, Jeffrey Senkir, Dave Steer, Rachel Strickland, Mike Sullivan 
& Paul Loeffler, Jeffrey Terry, Theodore Tilles & Naomi Mahoney, Margaret 
Tough, Joyce Wang, Judy Wedgley, Lee & Margaret Zeigler, Ben Zotto

$500 to $999. Jean-Paul & Ann Balajadia, Alvin Baum, Jr., Drew Behnke & 
Chloe Thomas, Paul Bessette, Sandra & Paul Bessieres, Pat Blamey, John 
& Donna Borden, Stephen Bramfitt & Kelly Niland, William Brockenbor-
ough, The Burtenshaws, Mary & Patrick Callan, Paula Champagne, Denise 
B. Cohn, Elizabeth Corden & Kenneth Shannon, Paul Curtin & Catharine 
Keena, Paul Daniels & Stephen Cole, Ken DeLong, Sharon Eastman, 
Andrea Eichhorn, Kim Ellis & Campbell Judge, Matisse Enzer, Christian & 
Jacqueline Erdman, Paul Feigenbaum & Dr. Judy Kemeny, Jason Fennell, 
Brian Ferrall & Laurie Poston, Joe Fong, Louise Frankel, Ellen Garber & 
Glenn Hunt, Denise Garone & Stuart Kogod, Andrew Goberman, Janice 
Gonsalves, Clare Gordon & Robert Gordon III, Samantha Guan, Robert 
Guter, Marianne Hesse, James Hormel, Barbara Howald & Michael Blake, 
Ching-yee Hu, Gayle Ing, Kent Jonas, K Judd, Dawn Kamalanathan, 
Kathy Klausner & Beni Strebel, Thomas Korakis, Matthew & Kim Krummel, 
Randall Laroche & David Laudon, Hillary Lazarus & Andrew Ryan, Ann 
Ludwig, Gina Luzzi & Michelle Weston, Victor Levashoff, Robert Lieberman 
& Brian Schneider, Mark Lieu & Robert Kerman, David Maltz & Antje Kann, 
Gabe Martin-Dempesy, Rob Mann, Heath Massey, Erica McConnell, Bruce 
McDougal, Hannah McElhinny & John Farr, Jennifer McElhinny & Thomas 
Stasko, Susan McGuire, Robert McKague, Daniel McLaughlin, Lee & Linda 
Meier, Steven & Nina Moore, James Morrison & Sonia Liu, Gary Nakagawa, 
Lesley Norelli, Miriam & Roderick Owen, Phillip Parkerson, Tamara & 
Matthew Patterson, Margaret Petty-Eifert, Gertrude Bland Platt, Benedict 
Plumley, LiLing Poh, Douglas Prudden, Kanya Rajangam, Kirby Rattenbury, 
Vail & Claire Reese, Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock, Shelagh & Thomas Rohlen, 
Aaron Roland & Annelise Goldberg, Richard & Barbara Rosenberg, Paul 
Sack, Joe Sagona, John Sell, Ali Shamsi & Andrea Leszek, The Sher-Right 
Fund, Vaughn Shields & Greg Elich, Jan Speth, Lesley Stansfield, Emily 
Stauffer, Gary Sullivan & Timothy Lynn, Lesley Tannahill & Toshiyasu Oi, 
Claudio & Elizabeth Tarchi, Richard Taylor & Tracy Grubbs, Rick & Beth 
Thurber, Martin Vanderlaan, The Varnhagen Family, Andrea Wachter, Kath-
leen Wesner, Diane Wilsey, Sara W. Williams, The Woodward Family, Lily 
Young, Richard Zitrin

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Abraham Lincoln High School, Acme Bread Company, Alcatraz Cruises, 
Andytown Coffee Roasters, Arbor Day Foundation, Arbor MD, The 
Arc San Francisco, Bayview Hunters Point Clinic, Bebebar, Bi-Rite, 
Blodgett Forest Research Station, BMAGIC, Boys & Girls Club of San 
Francisco, California Academy of Sciences, Canopy, Cellars 33, City of 
Dreams, Code for San Francisco Brigade of Code for America, Cole 
Hardware, Community Challenge Grant Program, Community Thrift, 
CommunityGrows, Conservatory of Flowers, Dogpatch & Northwest 
Potrero Hill Green Benefit District, Education Outside, Ellyn Shea 
Garden Guidance, Excelsior District Improvement Association, Fine 
Arts Museums of San Francisco, Fort Point Beer Company, Four Barrel 
Coffee & The Mill, Glen Park Association, Goldman Environmental 
Awards, Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association, House of Bagels, 
Huckleberry Youth Programs, Hunters Point Family, International High 
School, Jewish Vocational Service, Kabuki Springs & Spa, La Casa de 
las Madres, Lagunitas Brewing Company, Laughing Monk Brewing, 
Literacy for Environmental Justice, Little Star Pizza, Mission Economic 
Development Agency, New Door Ventures, Occupational Therapy 
Training Program, Office of Supervisor Ahsha Safaí, Office of Supervisor 
Jeff Sheehy, Office of Supervisor Katy Tang, Outward Bound Califor-
nia, Pan-O-Rama Baking, Park Chow, Patagonia, Place Lab, Pomeroy 
Recreation & Rehabilitation Center Able Gardeners, Presidio Trust, 
Purity.Organic, Rebuilding Together San Francisco, Recology, Ritual 
Coffee Roasters, Russian Hill Neighborhood Association, Salesforce, 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition, San Francisco Department of the 
Environment, San Francisco General Hospital Wraparound Project, 
San Francisco Giants, San Francisco Green Film Festival, San Francisco 
Housing Development Corporation, San Francisco Parks Alliance, 
San Francisco Planning Department, San Francisco Public Library, San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission, San Francisco Public Works, San 
Francisco State University, San Francisco Unified School District, Slide 
Ranch, Sloat Garden Center, Standard 5&10 Ace, Sunday Streets, Three 
Babes Bakeshop, University of San Francisco, The Urban Farmer Store

 
DONORS OF CARS

Ralph Boniello, Chad Brey, Weiqing Wu

We also extend our thanks to the hundreds of donors who gave us 
smaller gifts.



Friends of the Urban Forest is a 
non-profit organization, founded in 
1981, that offers financial, technical 
and practical assistance to individuals 
and neighborhood groups who wish 
to plant and care for street trees and 
sidewalk gardens in San Francisco.
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Recently FUF’ed

On December 9 we hosted a free walking tour 
of the trees of the Mission neighborhood. Alex 
Javier, FUF’s education program manager, 
discussed fall colors and tree identification.

On October 13, we led neighborhood  
residents and volunteers—including a team 
from HKS Architects in planting new street 
trees in the Inner Richmond neighborhood.

On September 11 we co-hosted Urban Forests for 
Climate Solutions, an affiliate event of the Global 
Climate Action Summit.

From December 6 through 8, we installed 
new sidewalk gardens in the Hayes Valley 
neighborhood.
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